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Big 6 Research Planning Guide 

Step 1:  

Task Definition 

 

What’s the question or problem?  What am I supposed to do? 

 

 

What do you know? What do you need to know? 

 

What do I need in order to do this assignment? 

 

Step 2:  

Information 

Seeking 

Strategies 

 
 

Step 3:  

Location and 

Access 

 

 

Step 4: 

Use of 

Information 

 

 

What keywords will you use? 

 

 

 

 

What are the best sources I can use to find this information? 

 

 

 

 

Where will you look? 

 
 Library catalog  Reference Database  Search engines  Experts  Other 

 

 

How will you record what you find? 

 
 Notebook  Note cards  Word Processor  Audio or Video recording  Notesheet   Other 

 

 

Step 5:  

Synthesis 

 

 

 

How will I show my results? 

 

 

How will you give credit to my sources in my final product? 

 

 

How will you communicate what you learned? 

 
 Essay   Electronic Slide Show   Video   Oral Report   Poster   Brochure    Powerpoint 

 

  

Step 6:  

Evaluation 

 

 

How did you do? 

 

 

How can you improve next time? 

 

 


